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Dear Patent Business Customer: 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office ("Office") is now perniitting and encouraging applicants 
to voluntanly submit amendments in a revised format as set forth in Amendments IN A Revised Format 

Now PERMITTED, Off. Goz. Pat, Office _ (February 25, 2003), currently available on the USPTO 

web site at htt p://www.uspfo.eov/web/ofrices/pac/dapp /npla/preognotice/revamdtprac.htni. The 
revised formal permits amendments to the specification and claims to be made in a single marked-up 
version; the requirement for a clean version is eliminated. Attached, you will find a flyer with information 
and instructions regarding the procedures to be used to comply with the revised fonmat. The flyers are 
being inserted with out-going Office actions mailed during the penod of February 20, 2003 - March 31, 
2003. 

The revised amendment format is essentially the same as the amendment format for the specification, 
claims, and drawings that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of 
Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment submission 
and improve file management. This proposed revision and others necessary to facilitate a gradual 
transition to the use of an Electronic File Wrapper (EFW) will be set forth in a Notice of Proposed Rule 
making (NPR), expected to be published by March 2003. After consideration of public comments, the 
Office anticipates adopting a revisi on to § 1 .121, following publication of a Notice of Final Rule making 
(NFR), expected by June 2003, at which point compliance with revised §1.121 will be mandatory. 

The Office will continue to accept your amendment submissions in the revised format during the voluntary 
period, which will extend up to the effective date of final revisions to § 1 . 1 2 1 . The Office also encourages 
your feedback on the proposed revised amendment formal and other changes set forth in the NPR, 
expected to be published by March 2003. 

For assistance: Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice 
should be directed to Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA), Legal Advisors Elizabeth Dougherty 
( Elizabeth.Dnughertv(g)uspto.gov V Gena Jones ( Eugenia.Jones@uspto.gov ) or Joe Narcavage 
( Joseph. N^rfavage(fl)uspto.g ov). Alternately, you may send e-mail to 'Talent Practice", the OPLA e- 
mail address that has been established for receiving quenes and questions about patent practice and 
procedures or telephone OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 



Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



Aiiachment: Flyer entitled: Revised \oiice* AME.\DMESTS MA Y XOn' BE SUBMITTED IN 
REl'ISED FORMAT 




Commissioner for Patents 
United Stcites Patent and Trademark Office 

Washington, D,C. 20231 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NUMBER FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO /TITLE 



DATE MAILED: 

NOTICE OF IMPROPER REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) 

is 



The request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 filed on _ 3-1^-03 
irpproper for reason(s) indicated below: 



g 1 . Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application for a design patent. 
Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.53(b) or a CPA 
under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 

□ 2. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application that was filed before 

June 8, 1 995. Applicant may wish to consider filing a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .53(b) 
or a CPA under 37 CFR 1 .53(d). 

3. Continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to an application unless prosecution in 
the application is closed. If the RCE was accompanied by a reply to a non-final Office action, 
the reply will be entered and considered under 37 CFR 1.111. If the RCE was not accompanied by 
a reply, the time period set forth in the last Office action continues to run from the mailing date of that 
action. 

[-| 4. The request was not filed before payment of the issue fee, and no petition under 37 CFR 1 .313 was 
granted. If this application has not yet issued as a patent, applicant may wish to consider filing either 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.313 to withdraw this application from issue, or a continuing application 
under 37 CFR 1.53(b). 

□ 5. The request was not filed before abandonment of the application. The application was abandoned, 

or proceedings temninated on Applicant may wish to consider filing a 

petition under 37 CFR 1.137 to revive this abandoned applicafion. 

□ 6. The request was not accompanied by the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) as required by 37 CFR 

1.114. Since the application is not under appeal, the fime period set forth in the final Office action or 
notice of allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

□ 7. The request was not accompanied by a submission as required by 37 CFR 1.114. Since the 

application is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the final Office action or nofice of 
allowance continues to run from the mailing date of that action or notice. 

j 

Note: If a request for a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) has been filed in 
the utility or plant application (including a previously filed CPA) that was filed oh or after May 29, 2000, the 
request for a CPA has been treated as a RGE because the C practice no longer applies to such 
application. The constructive RCE, however, is'improper for reason(s) indicated above. 

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with any reply. 

Direct the reply and any questions about this notice to: • 

^ "779^/6^^^^ Q^^yj . Examining Group k^C^UT) 

(703) 30_^-^52:2^^ 
FORM PTO.2051 (Rev. 3/2001) 



Revised Notice* 

AMENDMENTS MAY NOW BE SUBMITTED IN REVISED FORMAT 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) is permitting »PP'i^^^\° ^"^'^^^^^^ 

format as set forth below. Further details of this practice are described in AMENDMENTS IN A REVISED FORMAT , 

NOW PERMTTTED, signed January 31, 2003, expected to be published in Official Gazette on February 2b, iwi 

(Notice posted on the Office's web site at j j , 

httD //www.usDto-gov/web/offices/nac/dapp/oDla/preognotice/revam(ltprac.ht m ). The revised amendment 

format is essentially the same as the amendment format that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 
37CFR 1.121 (Manner of Making Amendments). The revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (i^ "^optejy w. I s.rnplify m^^^^^ 
submission and improve file management. The Office plans to adopt such a revision to 37 CFR l.?21 by July ot /UU3, 
at which point compliance with revised 37 CFR 1.121 will be mandatory. 

Effective immediately, aU applicants may submit amendments in reply to Office actions using the following format 
Participants in the Office's electronic file wrapper prototype' receiving earlier notices of the revised practice may also 
employ the procedures set out below. 

REVISED FORMAT OF AMENDMENTS 

Begin n separate sheets; a * 

Each section of an Amendment (e.g., Claim Amendments, Specification Amendments. Drawing Amendments, ana 
Remarks) should begin on a separate sheet. For example, in an amendment containing a.) introductory comments, to.) 
amendments to the claims, c.) amendments to the specification, and d.) remaiks. each of t^iese sections must Jegin on 
a separate sheet. This will facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning of each part of an amendment 
document for placement in an electronic file wrapper. 

Tw versions of amended partfs) no longer required: 

The current requirement in 37 CFR 1.121(b) and (c) to provide two versions (a clean version and a marked up 
veraion) of each replacement paragraph, section or claim will be waived where an amendment is submitted in 
revbed format below. The requirements for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 will be retounwi. 

A) Amendments to the claims; ^ %- i ^ 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, or submission of a new claim, must Include a 
c mplete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number, the status must be indicated m a 
parenthetical expression, and the text of each claim under examination (with markings to show current changes) must 
be presented. The listing will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims in the application. 

( 1 ) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled or withdrawn 
claims, must be given. Status is indicated in a parenthetical expression following the claim number by one of 
the following: (original), (currently amended), (previously amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim ^ J, (previously reinstated), (re-presented - formeriy 
dependent claim # J, or (previously re-presented). The text of all pending claims under examination must be 
submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and withdrawn claims should be indicated by only the 
claim number and status. 

(2) All claims being currently amended must be presented with markings to indicate the changes that have been 
made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim should be shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted matter) or underiining (for added matter). An accompanying clean version is not 
required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently amended" will include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being amended must be presented in clean version, i:e., without any markings. 
Any claim text presented in clean version will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to 
the immediate prior version. 



' The Office's Electronic File Wrapper prototype program is described in USPTO ANNOUNCES PROTOTYPE OF [^OE 
PROCESSING. 1265 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 87 (Dec. 17, 2002) ("Prototype Announcement"), and applies only to Art Units 1634, 
2827 and 2834. 



Flyer for mailing with all Office actions by all TCs (except Art Units 1634, 2827 and 2834) 
02/13/03 



(4) A claim may be canceled by merely providing an instruction to cancel. Listing a claim as canceled will 
constitute an instruction to cancel. Any claims added by amendment must be indicated as (new) and shall not 
be underlined. 

(5) All of the claims in each amendment paper must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive 
canceled or withdrawn claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 



Example of listing of claims (use of (he word "claim" before the claim number is optiopal): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) 
Claim 6 (withdrawn) 

Claim 7 (previously amended): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A bucket with a gr ee n blue handle. 

Claim 9 (withdrawn) 

Claim 10 (original): The bucket of claim 8 with a wooden handle. 
Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 1 2 (re-presented - formerly dependent claim 1 1 ) A black bucket with a wooden handle. 
Claim 13 (previously added): A bucket having a circumferential upper lip. 
Claim 14 (new): A bucket with plastic sides and bottom, 

B) Amendments to the specification: 

Amendments to the specification must be made by presenting a replacement paragraph or section marked up to show 
changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean version is not required and should not 
be presented. If a substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, both a clean 
vterpion (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submitted as per current 37 CFR 1.125. 

C) Amendments to drawing figures; 

E)rawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which incorporate the desired changes and which 
comply with § 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented in the remarks section of the amendment. 
Any replacement drawing sheet must include alLof the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even though only one figure may be amended. The figure or figure number of the amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended." If the changes to the drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be 
notified of any required corrective action in the next Office action. No further drawing submission will be required, 
unless applicant is notified. 

Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should 
be directed to the following legal advisors in the Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA): Elizabeth Dougherty 
f Elizabeth. Doughertv(2)uspto.pov) . Gena Jones (Eugenia.Jones@uspto.gov) or Joe Narcavage 
(Joseph.Narcavagc@uspto.gov) . For information on the waiver or legal aspects of the prototype, please contact Jay 
Lucas (Jav.Lucas@uspto.gov) . Senior Legal Advisor (PCTLA) or Rob Clarke ( Robert.Ciarke@uspto.gov) . Senior 
Legal Advisor (OPLA). Alternatively, further information may be obtained by calling OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 



* Revised Notice: See Sec, B) for changes relating to substitute specifications, and Sec. C) for changes on replacement drawing 
practice. 



Flyer for mailing with all Office actions by all TCs (except Art Units 1634, 2827 and 2834) 
02/13/03 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 



Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

DO NOT USE the Washington DC 20231 and P,0. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1. 2003 for any conrespondence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice, material, 
form, instruction or of/?er information. 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: 



Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1. 2003. the USPTO is changing the special Box designations for 
Patents and Trademarks to corresponding Mail Stop designations (e g "Box 4 ' will now be 
"Mail Stop 4"). 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office^ 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). A copy of the Federal Register noWce is available 
on the USPTO's web site at http://www.uspto.qov/web/menu/current. htmi#reqister 

A listing of specific USPTO mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www.uspto.qov/main/contacts.htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice, the Official 
Gazette , or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.uspto qov ) to determine the appropriate address 
and Mail Stop Designation (if applicable) for all conrespondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 



Effective May 1, 2003 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



